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CHIEF LAKIOTES: Today is December 5th, 
2001. The time is approximately 1820. My name is 
Battalion Chief Art Lakiotes, Safety Command, New York 
City Fire Department. I'm conducting an interview 
with -- 

FIREFIGHTER ZECHEWYTZ: Michael Zechewytz, 
engine 278, firefighter. 

CHIEF LAKIOTES: This is in regard to the 
events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Mike, do me a favor and just tell me in your 
own words from probably the time you started responding 
with the company to the events that unfolded for you 
that day. 

A. Well, I remember we were drinking coffee in 
the kitchen and we saw on the news breaking story on 
Channel 5 that a plane just hit. I remember I was 
right by the TV set and I said, "That must have been a 
drunk pilot." I mean, it was clear outside. So we 
were like, "Wow, the guy must have had a few last night 
or something." 

So then Roger Jackson and myself went out to 
the front to see the smoke. If you were in front of 
the firehouse and you looked over to the right, you saw 


the smoke. Then he called and he goes, "Zech." That's 
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my nickname. He goes, "Zech, look," and we saw the 
other plane going from left to right with its nose 
down. 

So then we ran back in the kitchen, and then 
maybe 30 seconds later the news said that a bomb went 
off in the second building. But then they saw in slow 
motion it was a plane. So that was the plane that we 
saw go into it. Then the 4 responded, I forget what 
alarm, maybe third alarm, and then we went on the fifth 
alarm. 

Then we went to the staging area right by the 
tunnel. 228 went through the tunnel and they couldn't 
make contact with them for a while. Then there was a 
collapse. Someone said it might be a collapse on the 
south side of the tunnel. Then we didn't hear from 
them and then later on they went through. There must 
have been a lot of debris in there. 

Q. Let me ask you a question before we go any 


further. Were you there before or after the collapses? 


A. We saw the collapse. 
Q. You weren't there? 
A. We were at the tunnel on the Brooklyn side. 


And you saw tower 2 go? 
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We saw tower 1. 
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Q. That was the second tower to go. 


o 


All right. No. 

Q. The first tower to go was tower 2. 

A Okay. So that's the tower. We saw that from 
the Brooklyn side of the tunnel. I was right in front 
of the rig. It was me and Vinny Buonocore right in 
front of the rig. We were like the first thing out of 
our mouths after that was, "Wow, we have firemen just 
died." We saw it come down. 

Then whatever Chief was there by the tunnel, 
they sent us and a couple other companies to the 
Brooklyn Bridge. Tower 1, then, I guess was still up. 
People were saying like, you know, it's crazy to give 
us the assignment to cross. 

Then we went over the bridge. The tower was 
still up. That was tower 1, I guess, that was still 
up. 

Q. The north tower. 

A. I guess from that time, when we got over the 
bridge and where we parked our rig, it went down. But 
we didn't hear it. We just saw debris everywhere, but 
we didn't know that tower came down yet. 

Q. Do you know who the Chief was that gave you 


the order to go back? 
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A. No, I don't know. I remember his face. I 
mean, I could remember like it was yesterday. No, I 
don't remember. 

Like I said, we parked the rig on I forget 
exactly what street and we went to the West Side 
Highway. We were there for a while. Then, I guess, 
after an hour or two, they sent us to the Milennium 
Hotel with roll-ups. We went to the fourth floor 
there, hooked up to a standpipe. 

Then another Chief -- I don't want to say the 
wrong name. I'm not sure exactly who. It might be 
Jensen, if he was there with us. We went there with a 
truck company, another engine company. We were there 
for at least an hour, an hour and 15 minutes, and then 
they said that someone gave a Mayday in the hallway up 
the stairwell that the Milennium Hotel might come 
down. So we just ran out of there. We left our folds 
right on the stairs. We left the hose on the standpipe 
and all our stuff. 

Q. That's about it? 

A. Yes. After that we were pretty much just 
going from -- we were helping dump trucks, we were 
doing like little searches, engine searches, moving 


debris. 
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Q. You said Roger was with you? 
A. No. Vinny Buonocore, McLaughlin, John 
McLaughlin -- no, Jimmy McLaughlin. I'm sorry. Richie 


Vetland, Captain Henricksen. The only companies I 
remember with us at the staging area, I can remember 
280 being there because I have a friend that was 
working that day. 102 truck was there. They walked 
through the tunnel. I knew a guy from there, Jimmy 
McCutcheon. 

Q. Jimmy McCutcheon? 

A. Yes. He actually walked through the tunnel. 

Q. I hope he has a brother on the job. There's 
a Lieutenant in 122. 

A. Oh, yeah? 

Q. Yes. Somebody said they saw him there, 
Lieutenant McCutchan. Did you say 280? 

A. 280 was with us at the staging area, 102 
truck, 114 truck. 

Q. 114 got through. 

A. Yes, they got through. I don't know how they 
got through and we didn't. 

Q. Because Dennis Oberg was standing next to me 
when the buildings came down. 


A. Yes. 
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Q. I know 114 got through. 

A. Because I remember seeing them. We had 
pulled up. They went in front of us at the staging 
area and that was it. We didn't see them anymore. But 
we saw the tower come down from the tunnel, and then, 
like I said, the first tower, which is the second tower 
that went down, we didn't see come down. I saw it up 
all the way until we got over the bridge. 

Q. Very good. 

A. That's all. I wish I could help you a little 
more. 

CHIEF LAKIOTES: No, that's fine. This 


concludes the interview at 1825. 
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